Policy for Sri
Lanka

Following the
government’s narious state
ments about computer policy,
other deneloping Asion na-
tions are  [orming  central
bodies to co-ordinate ‘the
microcomputer revolution.’
MicroDecision reports on the
steps heing token in Sri
[.ariku

“C ompuler Science and

technology are advanc-
ing so fast that govermment
can no longer dictate policy.
On the other hand it Is not
possible to allow a laissez falre
set-up.” said Dr. Mohan
Munasinghe, Chairman of
the Computer & Informa-
tion Technology Council
ICINTEC). when he addressed
a nalional symposium on
microcomputer application
for developing countrles in
Sri L.anka recently.

He said that the 10 member
councll of CINTEC was set
up In May 1984 to advise the
government on a firm com-
puter policy. “CINTEC pro-
vides a co-ordinating service
which would prevent wastage
of scarce resources and help
public and private institutions
to fully exploit and reap the
benelfits of computer applica-
tion. The Idea is less control
and regulation in preference
to production, encourage-
ment and co-ordination to
develop initlative in this
already thriving field,” Dr.
Munasinghe said.

CINTEC, assured of a
modest investment pro-
gramme by government, was
conlldent it was guing to
improve the quality of life of
the people both in Sri Lanka
and other developing coun-
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Singapore .

Dr Mohan Munasinghe,
Chairman. CINTEC.

tries. A major objective
would be to analyse and plan
rational needs for computers
and computer-relaled re-
sources. The computer in Sri
Lanka. the CINTEC Chair
ai observed, was meant lo
enhance manpower at the
skilled level and “Ihere is no
intention of displacing surplus
unskilled labiour.”™ Rather, the
computer vill be applied to

—Briefing

eliminate drudgery at the

workplace and even at home,
and “the lives of our people
can be significantly improved
by access to a large-amount
of Information and better
communications,” sald Dr.
Munasinghe.

The
was critical of the growing
number of computer schools

CINTEC Chairman *

in the private sector that “did :
not give the pupils their .

money's worth”. He. sug-

gested the setting up of a Sri '
Lanka Computer Society — |

to be run as a private. non-

profit-making organization |

which would regulate the '

courses In these Institutions.
Asked if the government

would standardize the varied
computer ware now on offer, :

Dr. Munasinghe said that (his
was nol clesir_ablc. “The

customer must be free to go
to the vendor of his choice”.

CINTEC was also con:
cerned with the high duty on
computer.ware. Representas
tions had been made to the
Minister ol Finance. who had
(in his budget proposals for
1985) reduced the import
duty on machinery from 7.5%
to K%, and dismantled all
import duties and turnover
tax on machinery used in
industries - where 50% or
more of the output was ex-
ported. Another matter that
Dr. Munasinghe took up at
the symposium ‘Was a very
high mark-up '6h ¢computer
waré¢ by vendors. !
— Nalin Wiesekera.”. .~ ™
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Seminar for
manhagers --
financai

A seminar  on
management will ke

organized jointly by “Speiry
Computer Systems
DEW Managernant Advance
ment Consultants (o {11
(Monday) to 131h (W e
day) of March a! thee [ arlftl
Hotel.

The three-day session wili
seek to glve participanis au
in-depth understanding
how financlal statements an
constructed, to enable then
to analyse the stalements
more perceptively.
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