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CINTECsays strong demand for ‘Dot Ik’

The Council for Information
Technology (CINTEC) said yes-
terday that the domain name reg-
istration for Sri Lanka (.1k) which
comes under its purview has
steadily increased in recent
years. _

The CINTEC Internet Commit-
tee which is promoting the use
of the .1k especially among Min-
istries and other government or-
ganisations said that registrations
under the .1k have been steadily
increasing since 1996 (see chart).

The Committee comprises the
domain name registrar, repre-
sentatives from CINTEC, the Li-
censed Internet Service Provid-
ers Association (LISPA), the Tel-
ecommunications Regulatory
Commission, the Computer So-
ciety of Sri Lanka, the academia,
the legal profession, the private
sector, and content providers.
The assignment of domain names
under the .1k is handled by the

University of Moratuwa on be-
half of the CINTEC Internet Com-
mittee. The Committee is tasked
with the responsibility of devel-
oping the use of the Internet in
Srti Lanka and to mitigate possi-
ble adverse effects, if any, of the
Internet.

Organizations in Sri Lanka us-
ing the Internet, for email, host-
ing web portals and web servers,
etc. are encouraged by CINTEC
to register domain names under
the .1k domain.

A domain name is hierarchical
and often conveys information
about the type of entity using the
domain name. The domain name
system makes web surfing easier.
Each web site on the Internet has
a numeric address, called IP
(Internet Protocol) address.
Internet users find the IP address
difficult to remember and error
prone. The domain name system
allows people to use easy to re-

member names - for example

www.somecompany.ltd.lk - for
web sites instead of those
number sequences.

Some domains - e.g., .com, .net,
.org and the recently introduced
.biz, .info etc. are global top-level
domains for use anywhere in the
world. Others, such as.jp (Japan),
.us (USA), .sg (Singapore) etc. are
meant for organizations in that
country. Sri Lanka has been as-
signed the domain .1k, where the
code is assigned according to the
standard ISO —3166-1.

CINTEC said that the second
level domain names are the next
lower level of the hierarchy un-
derneath the top-level domain
names in the Domain Name Sys-
tem. i.e. in a domain name, it is
thal portion of the domain name
that appears immediately to the
left of the top-level demain. For

example, it is the “gov” in

“abc.gov.1k”.
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level domains.

Closed second
level domains are available for
special categories of organiza-
tions as follows:

gov.lk (for Sri Lankan govern-
ment organizations), .sch.lk (For
schools registered under the Min-
istry of Education) .net.lk (For
licensed Internet Service Provid-
ers in Sri Lanka) and .int.1k (For

international treaty organiza-:

tions).

Open second level domains
are available for any organiza-
tion, but are recommended to be
used as follows: .com.lk (to be
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opened as a second; level do-
main),. org.lk (for organizations
registered in Sri Lanka) .edu.lk
(for educational sites) .ngo.lk (
for non-governmental organiza-
tions) .soe.lk (for societies reg-
istered in Sri Lanka) .web.1k (for
web sites) .Itd.1k (for limited li-
ability companies) .assn.lk (for
associations) .grp.lk (for groups -
of companies) .hotel.lk (for ho-
tel)

More information is available
on the Sri Lanka Domain Regis-
try site www.nic.lk
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