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e are delighted 1o be associated
with the launch of the National
Internet Exchange and the

“web.lk” domain. In today’s global econo-
my, the Internet has become the most
important tool in reducing the digital
divide between the developed and devel-
oping countries. Countries are forced to be
part of the Information revolution thus
enhancing their knowledge capital. A clos-
er look at the Sri Lankan scenario leaves
much to be desired. Though we have about
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n Internet Exchange Point (IX)
A is wvery important for the
- improvement ot the Internet
infrastructure of a country. Many coun-
tries that have got connected to the Inter-
net recently through multiple ISPs face a
problem of interconnectivity between the
local ISPs. This is something which most
of the ISPs forget about when they com-
pete against each other for a larger cus-
tomer base.
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In a situation where there are several
ISP« in a country. the initial situation
would be that all of them are getting
Internet services from some other
larger ISP outside, the country. Any
connectivity from one ISP to any
other ISP would be through the Inter-
net, which is the only interconnectiv-
ity between the ISPs.

This means that even it there are two
machines located physically close by.
but connected through different ISPs,
the actual data transfers between
these two machines will need to go
through the Internet and travel possi-
bly millions of miles. This involves

huge costs as well as very large
delays.

When the Internet usage in the coun-
try improves such data transfers will
make up the majority of the traffic.

This means that valuable internation-
al bandwidth is being wasted for just
transferring data that is meant to be
sent locally.

An introduction of a local Internet
Exchange point (IX) will help this sit-
uation by routing all the local traffic
through the IX rather than through
the Internet.

This will make the International links
less clogged up leaving more band-
width for non-local Internet traffic on
the respective ISPs.

The connectivity within the local
sites will also improve, as there will
be less distance to travel.

Many countries have adopted this as a
solution to the increased Internet
bandwidth requirements. The ISPs
connected to the IX have several
advantages.
They can save a considerable
amount of money on Interna-
tional bandwidth.
They can hire bandwidth at
short notice from other ISPs
connected to the IX.
The ISPs can collectively get
international bandwidth to the
IX and share it as a pool.
They can offer services at a
cheaper rate, as more band-
width is available.
Special arrangements can be

made with other ISPs in the [X
to handle the international traf-
fic through them automatically
in a situation where the inter-
national link of the ISP goes
down so that its customers
don’t feel a down time.

one million telephone connections. there

Internet has become the most important tooll

are only 50,000-60,000 Internet connec-
tions.

In view of this situation, it is a timely
intervention by the Council for Informa-
tion Technology through its Internet Com-
mittee to have initiated the process for
public and private sector cooperation by
facilitating the establishment of this
National Exchange. We consider this to be
of crucial importance for the development
of the Internet infrastructure, which will
result in the overall development of the
information industry of this country.

3 Domain name registry for
Sri Lanka (.lk - ccTLD)

The Network Information Center for
the .lk (Country Code Top Level Domain)
registry. is under the purview of the CIN-
TEC Internet Committee. . Organizations
in Sri Lanka using the Internet. for email,
hosting web poitals and web servers. etc.
are encouraged by CINTEC to register
themselves with the .lk (Sri Lanka) Inter-
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The users of the ISPs connected to
the IX also get benefited in several
ways.
They get much better services
especially with local traffic.
They get services at a lesser
price. '
Requirements of higher band-
with requirements can be
arranged quickly if the local
link to the ISP has capacity tq
carry it.
. More reliable connectivity is
obtained.

net domain. Details are available at
www.nic.lk All Internet Service Providers
(ISPs) in Sri Lanka can support sub-
scribers who have their own domain
names. Over 1300 domain names have
been registered under the .tk domain.

Allocation of the second leve! domains
“com. K. “.gov.Jk”, and “sch.lk” are also

* undertaken.

The allocation of “com.lk™ domains is
automatically done when registering .1k
domains, “gov.lk™ domains are only allo-
cated to organizations of the Sri Lankan
gorernment and “sch.lk™ domains are for
registered schools in Sri Lanka. A new
second level domain “web.Ik™ is also in
progress. which will be used o promote
more local Internet tratfic

The pulicy tor the administration of the
second level domain names is currently

" being reviewed by the Internet Commit-
tee, and would be available tor public
comment shortly. The Committee has also
set up a panel of experts comprising four
persons who review domain name appli-
cations whenever there is a doubt as to
whether the name sought conforms to the
prescribed guidelines.

O Internet.lk:

The website www.intemet.lk, is cur-

rently being created by the Internet Com-
mittee. and would be the focal point for
the Internet in Sri Lanka. The site would
contain information about the Committee,
information on what the Internet is, press
releases, information about ISPs, FAQs,
etc. The site will also contain content in
local languages.

3 Multilingual web content:

The Committee is planning to popular-
ize web content in local languages, par-
ticulary in Sinhala.

(0 Setting up LISPA and the
domestic Internet Exchange:

The Internet Committee was instrumen-
tal in setting up the Licensed Internet Ser-
vice Providers Association. (LISPA). The
LJSPA has now established the Internet
Exchange (1X) in Sri Lanka, to route local
traffic in Sri Lanka; thus. saving band-
width on the intemational circuit. The lat-
ter was initiated jointly by CINTEC and
the Telecom Regulatory Commission of
Sri Lanka in 1999,

CINTEC Internet Committee

Members

Mr Vijit Ratnarajah - Chair, of
the Committee

Chair, LISPA

Ms. Sadhna Jayatunge
General Manager in-1.com

Mr Laxman Perera
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We take this opporturity to thg.nk Lanka | ;‘_:
Communication Servic (Pvt.)‘Ltd.. for 4
having made availa>k the ngcessary | <l
equipment at no cost 1§ the members of ‘;‘.'::
our Association. Lot
We believe that qualfy Internet'access [ .~

is the right of every St Lankan and'this is | %
a definite step taken in e right direction. | -'»
-

Vijit Ratnarajahi Chairman. =
Licensed Internet Sertice Providers 1
Association (IJSPA) .

Activities of the CINTEC
iInternet Committee E:

Director, Ministry of Urbaa
Development,
Construction & Public Utilities

Dr Gihan Dias

Senior Lecturer

Dept. of Computer Science
and Engineering
University of Moratawa.

Mr Harsha Wijewadzna
Consultant, CSC, last. of
Computer Technobgy
University of Colonbo.

Dr Ruvan Weerasinghe,
Senior Lecturer,

Dept. of Compute’ Stience
University of Colonbe

Mr D.M.R. Sirisena
Representative, Computer
Society of Sri Lanka

Mr Mohan Jayasekera,
Deputy Director,
Telecommunications
Regulatory Comnission

Mr Jayantha Fermando
Attorney-at-lLaw

Mr Sisira Senaratne .
Network Systems Officer, H
Council for Information Techmology

Mr Rasika Amansiri
(Hostmaster, LKNIC)

Dept. of Computer Science
and Engineeringd

University of Moratuwa

AL A IO e e S T S PO Y A IR T LTSS 51 L+ S s S0 AN PR s e PR WA L BT Sl

b . T T o SRR [

PR T RO Y A ST ) AP fae e e D R T T R T T
a P5 : R
i . B0

web.lk: The New Second
Level Domain of LKNIC

T he Sri Lankan Domain Registry (LKNIC) is
announcing the lausch of a new second level
domain, web.lk, whi¢ch will lay the path to
several other second level domain names in the
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web.lk: The New Second
Level Domain of LKNIC

T he Sri Lankan Domaip Registry (LKNIC) is
announcing the lansch of » new second leve|
domain, web.lk, which wij) lay the path 1o
several other second Jeyej Elomm names in the
future, The registry current | handles registrations
directly under |k The secord Jeve| domains that
are handled currently are com |k, which is automa;-
ically registered when

overnment organi-
schools in Sr

Thc‘new second level domain Vij1 pave the way
10 several improvements in the re istration process
and is also €Xpected to create local Intemet

traffic to promote the o ew local Inter-
net Exchange (1X) impmmd by the Lanka Inter-
net Service Providers Associa

new second level domain wi be

hosted under the web, [k in will haye a very
fast connectivity within Sti Lanka. The in can
also be used for email and #p services whi

LICENSED INTE T SERVICE '
PROVIDERS A§ CIATION e
LISPA
Licensed Interner Service Phviders Association js

registered as an Association ulder the Companyies
Act of Sri Larika,

Members

Celitel Lanka Lig ‘

Ceycom Global Communicatijns (Pvt) Led !

DPMC Electronics (Pvt) Ltd !

Eureka Online (Pvt) Ltd | :

ITMIN Ld

Lanka Communication Service: (Pvt) Ltd

Lanka Interner Services ( Pvt) L

MTN Networks (Pvt) Ltd

Sri Lanka Telecom Lid

Objectives

L.To promote, uplift, develop the standard of the
[nternet industry in Sr Lanka, \"

2To protect, safeguard, reprasent
interest, and to assist and support the interests of
licensed Providers of Internet sérvices in Sri
Lanka

1To encourage cooperation ang roordination
between licensed Providers of Intemet seryices,
the public, the government o other authorities,

4.To creat a forum, at which licensed Providers of
Internet services could voice, comment, commuy-
nicate, discuss and resolve problems,

Council of Management

Viji Ramarajah - Chairman
Dumindra Ratnayake - Vice Chairnan
Ranil Perery - Secretary

Rohith, Udalagamg - Treasurer .
Rohan Sirisena - Director |
Clehan Pujje - Director \
Ms Deepa Livannoarn e .



