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- Make use of this
| opportunity

message on the ccasion of

launching tde Domestic
Internet Exchange as a joint
effort by fh
mation Tkchnology (CINTEC)
and the LicensediTiternet Ser-
vice Providers | Association
(LISPA). |

The internet isrsvolutioniz-
ing fhe ways| in  which
economies the wold over are
being developed pud is having
a pmfound effep! on global

am p:?awd'to send this |

trade. There is the emer-
gence of a new knowledge
baséd society. pur country

interconnection among local
internet service providers and
facilitate faster communica-
tions. This is also expected to
serve as a catalyst for devel-
opment of national internet
services. I therefore urge all
those who are engaged in this
sphere of activity to make use
of the opportunity offered by
the Domestic  Internet
Exchange and develop neces-
sary services for taking the
benefits of the internet to a
cross section of our people,
especially to those living in
the rural areas.

with an abundarte of intelli-

gent and easily tdaptable youth is very well

placed to makf tie best out of these develop-

ments.

I undersmjd ‘hat the Domestic Internet

Exchange to/be *aunched today will provide
L

I congralulate CINTEC
and LISPA for their initiative in setting up the
Domestic Internet exchange

Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga
President

Very pleased with the
initiative taken

t1s with great plea
sure that | give this
message on the

occasion of the formal
launch of the Domestic
Internet Exchange and
the “web.lk"" domain.
The present digital
era is ever so rapidly
changing the shape of
activities that are con-
tributory to the well
being of nations.

the economy. This will
lead to narrowing the
digital divide and
developing

e-competency  in
both the public and pri-
vate sectors.

A strong public-pri-
vate sector partnership
is the ideal vehicle to
foster these efforts. I
am very pleased to note
the initiative taken by

Developing countries, such as ours,
are faced with multifaceted challenges
to survive and forge ahead in this envi-
ronment. The key challenges to be
addressed by Sri Lanka on the basis of
highest priority include the establish-
ment of pre-requisites for the adoption
and development of Information and
Communication Technology. This
includes the development of telecom-
munication infrastructures, human
resources and information technology
literacy in all sectors of the society and

Council for Information Technology
and the Licensed Internet Service
Providers Association in establishing
the Domestic Intemet Exchange that
will provide higher speeds of connec-
tivity to domestic transactions as well
as spawn the development of local
Internet services.

[ sincerely wish the Domestic Inter-
net Exchange and the *“web.lk”
domain, all success.

Ratnasiri Wickramanayaka
Prime Minister

Angther milestone in communication

s the Miniger in Charge
of Posts an¢ Telecommu-
nifations 1 teat the event

of launching of a demestic Inter-
net Exchange as yetanother mile-
stone iythe history of Communi-
cationy in Sri Linka. Upon
review g recent Hisory, it is this
Goverfﬁmcm that 1tmk effective
steps for private secor participa-
tion ip providing Telecommunica-
tion Services, and ereated a com-
petifve environment n the same.
It tobk the major stepof licensing

addétional fixed telephone service

face the perennial problem of
delays in accessing Web sites
hosted in servers other than their
own service provider. The
domestic Internet Exchange
would shorten the path of access,
sometimes, which would other-
wise go through more than 20
nodes. It is heartening to note
that the Council of Information
Technology, which is under the
purview of the Ministry of High-
er Education & Information
Technology Development,
[ encouraged the establishment of

operators. The licensing policy of the present
Ggvernment has resuled in a total of 2§ Opera-
tops providing Data Communication Services.
Mpny of them provide Jial-up Internet services to
ity Subscnit:ss, In a short period of time in Sri
Lanka the:z are 49,000 dial-up Intermet cus-
tomers. In view of heavy demand for the service,
Sri Lanka Institutiops both private and public.
host Web sites with ;e»pecnve service provides
with links to other \\. h-sites. Subscribers have to

this Exchange. The expected reduction in delay
would result in a greater number of Sri Lanka
entrepreneurs using the web to promote their
business. I expect an increase in the growth of the
economy for this reason and take this opportunity
to thank all those who contributed towards it.

Nimal Siripala de Silva
Minister of Posts & Telecommunications

A significant step

the occasion of the inauguration of
the Domestic Internet Exchange for
Sri Lanka and the “web.lk" domain by
the Licensed Internet Service Providers
Association (LISPA). The Council for
Informatioin Technology (CINTEC)
which comes under the purview of this
Ministry has promoted and supported
the establishment of this Internet
Exchange (IX).
The Domestic IX is an essential com-
ponent of the IT infrastructure and its

establishment enhances the connectivi-
ly between ISP's and speed of [nforma-

tion Exchange. We hope that it will be a
catalyst for further development of
Internet Services in St Lanka.
Information and Communication
Technology is identified as the main
driving force for economic develop-
ment at the present time. The Ministry
of Higher Education & Information
Technology Development is strongly

I am pleased to send this message on

committed to promote and facilitate
development as well as extensive and
widespread usage of IT in Sri Lanka. It
is in this context that this Ministry has
given utmost priority to facilitate and
promote skill development in IT, IT
industry, e-governance, e-commerce,
tele-medicine, etc. In this scenario the
Ministry welcomes this initiative and
pledges the whole hearted support for
its success. This joint initiative of the
CINTEC and the LISPA in launching
the Domestic Internet Exchange and the
“web,Ik"” domain can be considered as a
yet another significant step towards the
development and popularization of IT
services. | congratulate LISPA and
CINTEC for thier initiative and wish
this activity a great success.
Professc: K.P. Gunawardane,
Secretary
Ministry of Higher Education &
Information Technology
Development

A domestic IX
essential component

am indeed happy
to send this mes-

sage on the occa-
sion of the launch of
the Domestic Internet
Exchange (IX) on
18th June 2001.

The Council for
Information Technolo-
gy (CINTEC),
through its Internet
Committee, has taken
the initiative of pro-

ty and service to cus-
tomers.

A domestic IX is
an essential compo-
nent of the IT related
infrastructure devel- |
opment of Sri Lanka
Sending and receiv-
ing of data would be
faster, when this
exchange in opera-
tion and effort such as
this is beneficial to

moting the establishment of the
Licensed Internet Service Providers
Association (LISPA).

The LISPA has been successful in
setting up the Domestic Internet
Exchange, which is being launched
today. The domestic Internet
Exchange provides inter connection
for member Internet Service
Providers (ISPP) to exchange inter-
net traffic an allows them to easily
inter connect within Sri Lanka.

Therefore it improves connectivi-

the country not only in improving
the services but also in the saving of
foreign exchange by bringing down
foreign settlements to international
carriers. I congratulate the Internet
Committee of CINTEC, the LISPA
and all those who have contributed
towards establishing the Domestic
Internet Exchange.

Indika Gunawardena
Minister of Higher Education &
Information Technology
Development

Message from the Chairman, CINTEC |

e're indeed happy to be
launching the domestic
Internet Exchange (IX) and

the web.lk domain today, with the
Licensed Internet Service Providers
Association.

The Internet is transforming the
world economies and old ways of doing
business and marketing strategies are
ceding to new Internet based methods.
Thus, it was imperative that Sri Lanka
too, should move quickly to meet the
challenges and seize the opportunities
presented by the Internet based econo-
my.

With the advent of the Intemnet in Sri
Lanka, it was timely and appropriate
that CINTEC set up the Internet Com-
mittee in 1996, - one of the many initia-
tives taken by CINTEC. The Network
Information Center for the .k country
code Top Level Domain registry is one
of the main activities under the purview

of the CINTEC Internet Committee.
Today’s launch of the IX is the culmi-
nation of an initiative that was taken by
the Internet Committee in 1996. The
Internet Committee initiated, promoted
and facilitated the setting up of the
Licensed Internet Service Providers’
Association (LISPA), which in turn has
set by the domestic Internet Exchange.
With the setting up of the domestic IX.
Traffic between customers of two Inter-
net Service Providers is routed locally
and therefore sending and recei pt of
data is fast,

[ wish to thank, on behalf of the CIN-
TEC Council and its staff, a!l those
involved in the initiatives taken which
resulted in the IX - particularly the
Internet Committee and the LISPA.

Gajaba Perera Gunewardena

Chairman,
Council for Information
Technology (CINTEC)




