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x Foreword

One such key initiative is the internatiqnal roundtable
conference held in 1987, on which this volume is based. It was
the logical follow-up to a proposal made by Professor Mohan
Munasinghe at the TWAS first General Conference in Trieste
in 1985 and unanimously endorsed at the gathering — to
promote the creation of a new international centre for
computers and informatics (ICCI). The results of the
roundtable conference, based on the deliberations of a
distinguished group of international experts, has provided
authoritative confirination of the need for such a centre, based
on the network principle. The TWAS, together with our co-
sponsor — the United Nations University, continues to support
the efforts of the expert group, as they pursue this important
endeavour.

Professor Abdus Salam
President
Third World Academy of Sciences
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